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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA 


CCT 1 0 2019 

RICK WARREN 

COURT CLERK 


APRIL & ANDREW GRIEB, individually and 
as parents of R.K.G. and S.M.G., both minors; 

ANDY & AMY BROOKS, individually and 
as parents of B.O.B and A.R.B., both minors; 

JACOB & CHARISSA DEARMON, individually and 
as parents of R.T.D., S.C.D. and W.C.D., all minors, 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIES, INC., d/b/a 
EPIC CHARTER SCHOOLS, an 
Independent School District of Oklahoma, 

Defendant. 


) Case No. CV-2019-2239 
) Judge Aletia Haynes Timmons 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


ANSWER 

COMES NOW, Community Strategies, Inc. d/b/a Epic Charter Schools (“Epic” or 
“Defendant”) and for its answer to the allegations in Plaintiffs’ Petition denies each and every 
material allegation unless admitted herein. In further answer. Epic responds to each numbered 
paragraph in the Petition by number below: 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE. 

1. Admitted. 

2. Admitted. 

3. Admitted. 

4. Admitted. 

5. Admitted. 

6. Admitted. 

7. Admitted. 
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Admitted. 



FACUAL BACKGROUND 


9. No response necessary. 

10. Admitted. 

11. Admitted. 

12. Admitted. 

13. Admitted. 

14. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 14 and therefore denies same. In further response, Epic states that no 
public funds received by the school for students enrolled in the school were paid to either any 
private school or to any student (or parent / guardian of any student). 

15. Admitted. 

16. Admitted. 

17. Admitted. 

18. Admitted. 

19. Admitted. To further clarify. Epic originally took the position that the paragraph at 
issue did not prohibit students from being enrolled in Epic as a public school and another 
educational program. However, Epic was advised by representatives of its sponsor, the Statewide 
Virtual Charter School Board, that they disagreed in April 2019. So, Epic implemented a protocol 
to prohibit students to enroll in Epic that were enrolled in a private school and Epic has been vetting 
previously enrolled students in Epic that are dual enrolled. Once these students are identified. Epic 
has provided parents with a reasonable period of time to decide between Epic and the private 
institution. If the parent opts to stay in the private school. Epic is disenrolling the student even 
though the student resides in the State of Oklahoma. 
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20. Admitted. To further clarify, Epic originally took the position that the paragraph at 
issue did not prohibit students from being enrolled in Epic as a public school and another 
educational program. However, Epic was advised by representatives of its sponsor, the Statewide 
Virtual Charter School Board, that they disagreed in April 2019. So, Epic implemented a protocol 
to prohibit students to enroll in Epic that were enrolled in a private school and Epic has been vetting 
previously enrolled students in Epic that are dual enrolled. Once these students are identified, Epic 
has provided parents with a reasonable period of time to decide between Epic and the private 
institution. If the parent opts to stay in the private school, Epic is disenrolling the student even 
though the student resides in the State of Oklahoma. 

21. Admitted. 

22. Admitted. Epic has not attempted to inquire as to whether or not the parents or the 
affected students were using the charter school as a method of generating revenue for students. In 
further response, Epic states that no public funds received by the school for students enrolled in 
the school were paid to either any private school or to any student (or parent / guardian of any 
student). 

23. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 23 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 

24. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 24 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 

25. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 25 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 
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COUNT 1: Declaratory Judgment 


26. No response is required. 

27. Admitted. 

28. Admitted. 

29. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 29 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 

30. Admitted. 

COUNT 2: Injunctive Relief 

31. No response is required. 

32. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 32 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 

33. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 33 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 

34. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 34 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 

35. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 35 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 

36. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 36 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 

37. Epic is without sufficient information or knowledge to either admit or deny the 
allegations in Paragraph 37 of the Petition and therefore denies same. 
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WHEREFORE, Epic respectfully requests the Court consider the issues presented in the 
Petition in an expedited fashion for the benefit of the students, families and the school and further 
such further and other relief as the Court may deem appropriate. 



William H. Hickman, OB A No. 18395 
Hickman Law Group, PLLC 
330 West Gray Street, Suite 170 
Norman, Oklahoma 73069 
Phone: 405.605.2375 
Fax: 405.605.2374 
hickman@hickmanlavvgroup.com 
Attorney for Defendant 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


This is to certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing was mailed 
and / or e-mailed this 10 th day of October 2019, to the following attorneys of record: 


Matthew C. Frisby 

Frisby Law Firm 

620 N. Robinson, Suite 207 

Oklahoma City, OK 73102 

(405) 488-0047 

(405) 488-0529 fax 

Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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